HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
synthesis. A decision involves the two processes,
carried on almost simultaneously in the mind, of
analysis and synthesis.
Now since, in the passage of time, the environment
of man changes, both on its own account and in virtue
of man's doings, the objects of analysis and the social
requirements of synthesis must also change. In othet
words, the situations about which man, has to con-
template, and the sorts of decisions he has to make, are
changing all the time. This change, it should be noted
carefully, is a matter, not of thought alone, nor of the
material world alone, but of both. Unless the material
world changes in some way, man's thoughts do not
change. Confronted by a stationary world, man's
thoughts are stationary. That is to say, he is not
immobile, but his thoughts are in the nature of
custom-reactions, and primitive. He changes his
thoughts, but not his way of thinking. If we define the
primitive as the mode of thinking that is the reflection
of a world which does not greatly change, we shall have
to describe as relatively primitive all habit and custom
of every kind. No life is completely changeless, and so
no thought can be completely primitive. Our use of
the word primitive is thus a purely relative one, and it
implies no value judgment at all, for many stable
customs, though primitive, may be valuable.
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